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Intro. This is the third time I am coming to you.

II Cor. 13:1a cf. 12:14

(a) The Uncertainty: How many letters (3-5?) did Paul write and how many visits (2-3?) did he make to Corinth?

(b) The Possibility: Four letters and three visits as follows?
(1) First visit to Corinth in his 2nd missionary journey.
Acts 18:1
(2) First letter to Corinth (now lost) 
Cf. I Cor. 5:9 

(3) Second letter to Corinth (I Corinthians) 
I Cor. 1:11; 16:17
(4) Second visit to Corinth (in heaviness, “a painful visit”, NIV) 
II Cor. 2:1

(5) Third letter to Corinth (now lost) 
II Cor. 2:3, 4; 7:8, 9
(6) Fourth letter to Corinth (II Corinthians) 
II Cor. 13:1a; 12:14 
(7) Third visit to Corinth, A.D. 56-57 
Acts 20:2-3
(c) Or The Reality? Two Visits – 1st actual, 2nd virtual, 3rd potential (as with 2nd).
As #A below.
A. Paul’s Proposed Visit and its Consequences 
II Cor. 12:14-21

- Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you.
II Cor. 12:14 cf. See #II 
(a) One actual visit (Acts 18:18-28); an unmaterialised intended 2nd visit and a 3rd Potential visit? – ready to come
· First visit to Corinth in his 2nd missionary journey.
Acts 18:1

· 2nd visit, when in Ephesus, Paul purposed in the spirit to visit Achaia (II Cor. 1:16) but it did not take place.
He passed through Troas to Macedonia. (cf. Acts 20: 16) It was here that he proposed his intention of a third visit.

(b) Two actual visits with this the third one Planned? - the third time I am coming.
II Cor. 13:1

Paul while at Ephesus for three years during his 3rd journey paid a brief visit to Corinth after writing I Cor.

The third visit:

Whether Paul’s 2nd visit was merely “intentional” or actual, the intention of the “third visit” would be the same:

He would clarify his position with them amid the false allegations against him: Behold

12:14-19

No, he was not evading them and deliberately staying away from them. It was just that…

1. Paul would not be Burdensome to them – I will not be burdensome to you


12:13b-15
a. He sought not their Wealth, but their Welfare as a father would provide for his children.

12:14a
b. For this Reason he Refused their gifts, but they thought he was Rejecting them.

12:14b cf. 11:7-11
c. He was Ready to spend and be spent for them, even tho’ the expected Results might be Reversed 
12:15

– the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.




2. Paul did not Burden them – I did not burden you:


12:16-19
a. Paul’s Alleged Guile – Nevertheless (yo u say) since I was crafty, I took you in by deceit.
12:16, NRSV
b. Paul’s Answer: What “Gain” or Gifts did he or his messengers Get? – Rebuttal by him.
12:17-19

i. Did the messengers he Sent to help charge them for any Services rendered?
12:17 ct. 11:8, 9

ii. Did Titus and a brother do so? Did they not perform the same Spirit of service to them?
12:18

iii. Were they offering Excuses for Exploiting them? No, they were seeking their Edification.
12:19a, c
iv. This then was the Truth and they (in Christ) could Testify of this before God.

12:19b

3. Paul’s Burden for them – For I fear, lest, when I come…

12:20, 21
a. He might not find them what he would like them to be, i.e. they had corrected all wrong-doings. 12:20a
b. In that case, they might find him what they would not want him to be:
12:20b
An Amiable Paul, but a Paul exercising his Apostolic Authority with Affection
cf. I Cor. 5:3-5; II Cor. 13:10

And this would be so, if he still found among them:

i. The wrongs they committed against their fellow-Saints:

12:20c


debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults:

ii. The wrongs they committed against their own Selves and Refused to Repent of their Sins:
12:21b

the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.
KJV

the impurity, sexual immorality, and licentiousness that they have practiced. 
NRSV

the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.
NIV
4. Paul’s Burden for himself – lest, when I come again, my God will humble me…and…I shall bewail 
12:21a, b
a. That he be not Grieved to find many still unrepentant
b. And he would have to Grudgingly exercise his apostolic authority, because he needed to.
Cf. 13:10


Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, according 

to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruction.

B. Paul’s Purposed Coming Visit and the Conclusion 
II Cor. 13:1-14
1. Paul’s Purposed Coming Visit.
II Cor. 13:1-10
a. Paul’s Virtual Coming – This is the third time I am coming to you.
13:1a
To be taken in two ways with his first in his 2nd missionary journey.

Acts 18:1

i. His Past two visits and now the third one.
ii. His Proposed 2nd visit (Cf. 1:15, 16) did not materialise, hence, the third time.
12:14
iii. The Purpose for his Previous 2nd Proposed visit was to be Painful.
II Cor. 2:1, NIV

So I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit.

Hopefully, his 3rd visit would not be Painful.
12:14ff

b. Paul’s Veracity in what he was going to say: 
13:1b-10
He would establish it before at least two witnesses as required by law.
13:1b 

i. The Testimony of the Two witnesses:
cf. Deut. 19:15


- In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.
ii. The 1st Witness – Paul’s Uncompromising Witness in his past Warnings to them.
Cf. 13:2
· The Severity of Paul’s coming actions – if I come again, I will not spare:
13:2, 10
He had warned them in his first letter, and in his intended second visit.

I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the second time; and being absent 
now I write to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all other.
· The Credibility of Paul’s Apostolic Authority.
13:3, 4
Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.
· Did Paul have Christ’s Personal Authority? – Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me.
· Paul’s Proofs of Christ’s Power through him – the Parallelism Pointed out:
They knew that Christ’s power to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. Thus:
· Christ was Crucified in seeming weakness in His first coming.

Likewise, Paul and the others in their first visit seemed weak and gentle towards Him
· Christ lived by the power of God and will Come in power the second time. 

Likewise, Paul’s coming visit would demonstrate this power of the Risen Saviour to them.
iii. The 2nd Witness, the Unrealised witness of the Corinthian Christians themselves.
· Paul’s Challenge to the Corinthians to examine themselves.
II Cor. 13:5-10

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.

13:5a
· Were they in the Faith? If so, why doubt the apostles? Surely they had not Failed the test.
13:5b, 6, 7

Paul prayed that they might do good and be honest, not that the apostles might pass the test.

Paul and the apostles were prepared to even fail the test, only if they would turn to please God.
· In the end Truth will Tell and will Triumph.

13:8

· Paul would Rejoice even if they Remained weak, and the Corinthians strong and perfect.
13:9

and this also we wish, even your perfection.

Perfection – noun occurs only once in N.T.; verb occurs 13 times.

Means to adjust thoroughly, to bring into its proper condition: thus,

John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets;

Mt. 4:21

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault…restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; 
Gal. 6:1
· Paul’s Confirmation of his Commitment to them in writing the epistle:

· That he might not have to do what he might do if present: that I should use sharpness. 
13:10a
· Even then he would only do it to build them up and not to tear them down.
13:10b
2. Paul’s Conclusion:
II Cor. 13:11-14
a. His Address to All – Finally, brethren…

13:11a

b. His Glad Goodbye – Farewell (Gk. chairo, as Rejoice, Phil. 4:4)

13:11b

c. His Bidding them to Be what they should Be:

13:11c

i. Be perfect 
(As v. 9)
See #b.v above.
ii. Be of good comfort, i.e. be encouraged.
iii. Be of one mind - Be perfect, be thus minded: and if…ye be otherwise minded, 

God shall reveal even this unto you…let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 
Ph. 3:15-17
iv. (Be) live in peace – 
}cf. peace, from God our Father (Ph. 1:2); 
v. and the God of love and peace shall Be with you.
} peace of God (4:7); God of peace (4:9)


d. He Gave them his Greetings:
i. The Sanctified Greeting – Greet one another with an holy kiss.


13:12

ii. The Salutation from all – All the saints salute [= greet] you.


13:13

iii. The Sacred Benediction from the Triune God.


13:14

3. The Inconclusive Conclusion. What were the Effects of Paul’s Epistle?
The letter was written from Macedonia. After its despatch, Paul visited Corinth.
Acts 20:2-3

a. What was the Response of the Majority who would Receive him?

b. What was the Response of the Minority who would Rejected him?

